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A few months ago we celebrated 30 years
of being married to each other. Thirty years is
a long time. However, it seems like it was just
yesterday we were exchanging marriage vows on
a sunny afternoon in August at the Seventh-day
Adventdist Village Church in South Lancaster,
Massachusetts, in the United States of America.

After two children, eight living spaces, eleven
ministry assignments and several countries on
every continent of the world, we have many
memories to fill several books and several days of
conversation with anyone interested in that kind
of musing.

Memories—good =~ memories—are  most
important for humans to live with a measure of
satisfaction and anticipation. Children need good
memories with their families of origin (father,
mother, siblings, etc.) to feel connected and live
with a modicum of confidence and balance.

Most important in creating good memories
for posterity is the need to give our children
a spiritual foundation and security in a God
that is loving, kind, forgiving and has made
provision for their salvation through His son
Jesus Christ.

Moses wrote under inspiration “You shall love
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all
your soul, and with all your strength. And these
words which I command you today shall be in
your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your

Preface

children, and shall talk of them when you sit in
your house, when you walk by the way, when you
lie down, and when you rise up” (Deuteronomy

6:5-7).

Ellen White counsels in 7he Adventist Home,
p. 190: “Parents should study the best and most
successful manner of winning the love and
confidence of their children, that they may lead
them in the right path.”

Recent research in neurobiology called
Hardwired to Connect also identifies ‘close
connections to other people and deep connections
to moral and spiritual meaning’ as the most
important kinds of connectedness children need
to thrive.

It is our sincere desire that the resources in
this volume, will aid pastors and ministry leaders
in their work with families in and out of the
church; serving as a catalyst for Building Family
Memories of joy that will help families to be
ready for the coming of Jesus Christ.

For stronger and healthier families,

Elaine and Willie Oliver, Directors
Department of Family Ministries
General Conference of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church
World Headquarters

Silver Spring, Maryland
family.adventist.org
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The Family Ministries Planbook is an
annual resource organized by the General
Conference Family Ministries department
with input from the world field to supply
local churches around the world with
resources for the special family emphases

weeks and Sabbaths.

Christian Home and Marriage Week:
February 7-14

Christian Home and Marriage Week occurs in
February embracing two Sabbaths: Christian
Marriage Day that emphasizes Christian
marriage and Christian Home Day that
emphasizes parenting. Christian Home and
Marriage Week begins on the second Sabbath
and ends on the third Sabbath in February.

Christian Marriage Day:

Sabbath, February 7,

(Emphasizes Marriage)

Use the Marriage Sermon for worship service
and the Marriage Seminar during a Friday
evening, Sabbath afternoon or Saturday night
program.

Christian Home Day:

Sabbath, February 14,

(Emphasizes Parenting)

Use the Parenting Sermon for worship service
and the Parenting Seminar during a Friday
evening, Sabbath afternoon or Saturday night
program.

How to Use
'This Planbook

Family Togetherness Week:
September 6-12

Family Togetherness Week is scheduled
the second week in September, beginning
with the second Sunday and ending on the
following Sabbath with Family Togetherness
Day. Family Togetherness Week and Family
Togetherness Day highlight celebrating the
church as a family.

Family Togetherness Day:

Sabbath, September 12

(Emphasizes the Church Family)

Use the Family Sermon for the worship service
and the Family Seminar for a Friday evening,
Sabbath afternoon and/or Saturday night

program.

Within this planbook you will find sermons,
seminars, children’s stories as well as leadership
resources, reprint articles and book reviews to help
facilitate these special days and other programs
you may want to implement during the year. In
Appendix A you will find useful information that
will assist you in implementing family ministries
in your local church.

This resource also includes a disk with
Microsoft  PowerPoint®  presentations of the
seminars. Seminar facilitators are encouraged to
personalize the Microsoft PowerPoint” presentations
with their own personal stories and pictures that
reflect the diversity of their various communities.
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Building

Lasting Memories

The Texts
Song of Solomon 2:7; 4:7; 8:7; 1:2

I cHARGE YOU, O DAUGHTERS OF
JERUSALEM BY THE GAZELLES OR BY THE
DOES OF THE FIELD, DO NOT STIR UP
NOR AWAKEN LOVE UNTIL IT PLEASES.

V. 217

YOU ARE ALL FAIR, MY LOVE, AND THERE
IS NO SPOT IN YOU. V. 4:7

MANY WATERS CANNOT QUENCH LOVE,
NOR CAN THE FLOODS DROWN IT. [F A
MAN WOULD GIVE FOR LOVE ALL THE
WEALTH OF HIS HOUSE, [T WOULD BE
UTTERLY DESPISED. V. §:7

LET HIM KISS ME WITH THE KISSES OF
HIS MOUTH—FOR YOUR LOVE IS BETTER
THAN WINE. V. 1:2

Introduction

To celebrate our 30* wedding anniversary
a few months ago, we spent five days at the
beach. We love beach vacations. Especially
where there is beautiful fine sand and clear
blue water.

Elaine Oliver, MA, CFLE and Willie Oliver, PhD, CFLE
are Directors of the Department of Family Ministries for the
General Conference of the Seventh-day Adventist Church World
Headquarters in Silver Spring, Maryland, USA.

ELAINE AND WILLIE OLIVER

Our time together was simply incredible. We
relaxed, caught up on some reading, ate food we
didnt cook, enjoyed swimming and snorkeling,
body-boarding and kayaking. While there was
much to enjoy, our favorite lasting memory was
learning to sail.

As soon as our sailing lesson began, we
realized there was much more complexity
to this sport than appeared on the surface. It
was at once stressful and relaxing, challenging
and rewarding. We quickly realized we would
need to work together as a team and be on the
same side of the catamaran (sail boat) if we
were to experience gliding smoothly across the
beautiful waters.

God created marriage so that human beings
would have an opportunity to build lasting
memories, leaving a legacy onto the third and
fourth generations. While the process has
challenging moments, the rewards are out of this
world.

Our sermon today is titled, Building Lasting
Memories, let us pray.

The Reality of Marriage and Its

Problems

We still remember our honeymoon as if it
were yesterday. While we could only spend a few
days at the beach because of our budget, we had
a fantastic time. Not that everything was flawless.



Nevertheless, we were finally married after dating
long distance for a year. Life felt settled, serene
and still. We were now ready to face the rest of
our lives together.

Although just married for twenty-four hours,
we knew we would be fine as long as we were
together. We loved each other, and nothing and
no one could disturb our harmony. We had
arrived at a place of contentment and satisfaction
in our lives.

But is it possible within the domain of human
capacity to keep love always sheltered from injury
or hurt? And even if we could, is love—we are
talking about the romantic feelings and ecstasy
of early marriage—enough to sustain a marriage?
The answer in our opinion is no.

The Meaning of Love

What is love, after all? It seems to be the
catch-all in relationships. We fall in love and fall
out of love. But is that really what love is?

These days the word love seems to be used to refer
to all kinds of situations. We hear people say: “I love
apple pie,” or “I love to exercise every day,” or “I love
to nap after lunch,” or “I love to cook and bake,” or
“T love to eat peanut butter and jelly sandwiches.” It
is amazing how love is used in language to convey
people’s affinity to something or an activity.

We propose it is probably one of the reasons
we have such difficulty in marriage. For if you
love your husband or wife the way you love to
eat a peanut butter and jelly sandwich; or the way
you love to exercise or cook and bake, it is a bit
problematic, and chances are it won't make your
marriage a success. Consequently, we must come
to grips with the true meaning of love; at the very
least, come to terms with what role God meant
for love to play in our marriage relationships.

Love in the Song of Solomon

The Song of Solomon provides us with a
sequence of snapshots of the relationship between
a man and a woman. The ecstasy and complexity
that convey what love—real love—is all about.

LIkE GEN. 2:23—25, THE SONG CELEBRATES
GOD’S GIFT OF BODILY LOVE BETWEEN MAN AND

wOMAN. HERE THE CREATOR'S WISDOM AND
BOUNTY ARE DISPLAYED. THUS, THE SONG IS
BEST TAKEN AS AN EXAMPLE OF [SRAEL’S WISDOM
POETRY (CP. PROV. §:15—20; 6:24-29; 7:6—27;
30:18—20). LIKE MANY PSALMS THAT PRAISE GOD
AND ALSO TEACH, THE SONGS MAIN PURPOSE
IS TO CELEBRATE RATHER THAN TO INSTRUCT.
(VAN LEEUWEN, 2003).

Song of Solomon 2:7 states: “Oh, let me
warn you, sisters in Jerusalem, by the gazelles,
yes, by all the wild deer: Don’t excite love, don’t
stir it up, until the time is ripe—and you are
ready.” (The Message)

THE MEANING OF THE REFRAIN IS THAT
LOVE CANNOT BE FORCED BUT MUST

BE PATIENTLY WAITED FOR. IN OTHER
WORDS, THE BELOVED REMINDED ALL
THOSE DESIRING A RELATIONSHIP LIKE
THE ONE SHE AND SOLOMON ENJOYED
WAITING PATIENTLY FOR (GOD TO BRING
IT INTO THEIR LIVES. GAZELLES (2:17;
CE. V. 17; 3:55 4:55 7:3; 8:14) AND DOES
ARE GRACEFUL, AGILE ANIMALS. IT WAS
NATURAL FOR A BELOVED ONE, THINKING
OF THE FIELDS AND FORESTS (2:1, 3), TO
MAKE AN OATH BY MOUNTAIN ANIMALS.
(DEERE, 1985).

The message is clear. Love—the love God
wants us to experience in relationships—is so
delightful, so magnificent, so superb, He wants
us to be truly ready for it—spiritually, physically,
financially, emotionally—or we will just mess
things up. Beware of puppy love; it will lead to
a dog’s life.

The Song of Solomon, originally written in
Hebrew, has at least three words for our English
word love. The first word we share is rayah;
which is literally translated friend or companion—
somebody with whom you enjoy hanging out.
Song of Solomon 4:7 says: “You are beautiful
from head to toe, my dear love, beautiful beyond
compare, absolutely flawless.” (The Message)

SOLOMON SUMMARIZED HIS PRAISE

BY ASCRIBING PERFECT BEAUTY TO

HIS BRIDE. SHE HAD NO FLAW, OR
PHYSICAL DEFECT. SHE WAS PERFECT IN

BUILDING LASTING MEMORIES
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APPEARANCE. (LATER SHE CALLED HIM
“MY FLAWLESS ONE,” §5:2.) SOLOMON
PRAISED EIGHT PARTS OF HIS BRIDE'S
BODY...COMPARED WITH THIS LAVISH
PRAISE OF THE BELOVED'S BEAUTY, SOME
WIVES TODAY MAY FEEL UNCOMFORTABLE
ABOUT THEIR APPEARANCE. HOWEVER,
ONE MUST REMEMBER THAT INITIALLY
THE DAUGHTERS OF JERUSALEM DID NOT
SEEM TO REGARD THE BELOVED AS A
BEAUTIFUL WOMAN. UNLIKE THE OTHER
ROYAL LADIES SHE WAS NOT FAIR-SKINNED,
A PREEMINENT SIGN OF BEAUTY IN THE
ANCIENT WORLD (SEE COMMENTS ON
1:5—6). YET IN HER LOVERS EYES SHE
WAS BEAUTIFUL, EVEN THOUGH SHE DID
NOT MEET THE OBJECTIVE STANDARDS
OF BEAUTY IN HER SOCIETY. .. THOUGH
FEW PEOPLE IN ANY AGE MEET THEIR
PARTICULAR CULTURE'S STANDARD OF
BEAUTY, A WOMAN IS BEAUTIFUL IN THE
EYES OF HER LOVER SIMPLY BECAUSE

HE LOVES HER. EVERY HUSBAND WHO
GENUINELY LOVES HIS WIFE CAN SAY, “To
ME YOU ARE BEAUTIFUL AND THERE IS NO
FLAW IN YOU.” (DEERE, 1985).

We love to spend time together. Married
for over 30 years now and having the privilege
of working together—it is not for the faint of
heart—we have all kinds of favorite things,
activities and places. We have favorite restaurants,
favorite parks, favorite museums, favorite beaches,
favorite cities, favorite malls, favorite zoos (the
Serengeti), favorite flowers, favorite meals and
many more than we have already shared. We are
simply grateful God brought us together, and we
try to celebrate that reality every day. I (Willie)
think Elaine is absolutely beautiful. Now, to
others she may not be all that. They may not see
what I see. But to me, there is none better. I am
talking about inside and out. She is mine, and she

is beautiful!

Working with couples and families is gratifying
to us. It is hard work, but it is rewarding work.
However, after spending a weekend on our feet
speaking at a couples’ retreat, or spending several
days training pastors or church leaders, one of
our favorite things to do is to find a good Indian
restaurant to have a meal together. While we try

to be temperate and careful, we simply enjoy
food and find it a reason to celebrate God and
life while eating a great meal of chana masala,
baigan bharta, dal makhani—rice, of course—
and tandoori roti. The truth is, it is simply about
hanging out with each other and enjoying each
other’s company. It is all about the rzyah love.

Another Hebrew word for love is whabah,
which is much deeper and reflective than
temporary amorous feelings. We are rtalking
about more than a short-lived desire or lust for
another person—perhaps someone you see from
a distance on the street or in the grocery store you
happen to think is attractive. Ahabab is making
a conscious choice to join your life to the life of
another person. It is an emotion that guides you
to commitment—a relationship that is priceless.
Song of Solomon 8:7 declares: “Many waters
cannot quench love, nor can floods drown it. If
a man would give for love all the wealth of his
house, it would be utterly despised.”

THE FINAL STATEMENT ABOUT THE LOVE
DEPICTED IN THE SONG IS THAT IT IS
PRICELESS. ALL ONE'S WEALTH WOULD BE

LOVE. IN FACT, SUCH MONEY WOULD BE
... SCORNED, BECAUSE LOVE CANNOT BE
BOUGHT. ANY ATTEMPT TO “BUY LOVE
DEPERSONALIZES IT. IF LOVE IS PRICELESS,
HOW THEN CAN IT BE OBTAINED? THE
ANSWER IS THAT IT MUST BE GIVEN. AND
ULTIMATELY LOVE IS A GIFT FROM GOD.
(DEERE, 1985).

"The notion of #habah—Iove as commitment—
is an important one, often missed in marriage, to
our demise. It is a concept we need to give much
more attention to if we are going to be able to
be involved in building lasting memories in our
respective marriages.

Scott Stanley, a leading marriage and family
researcher in the United States, suggests there are
two faces of commitment we should consider:
dedication and constraint. Personal dedication
refers to the desire of an individual to maintain or
improve the quality of his or her relationship for
the joint benefit of the marriage. Itis demonstrated
by a desire to not only remain in the marriage,



but also to make it better, to sacrifice for it, to
invest in it, to link personal goals to it, and to seek
the spouse’s happiness, not simply one’s own. On
the other hand, constraint commitment refers to
forces that compel individuals to preserve their
marriage regardless of their personal dedication
to it. Constraint may come from either external
or internal pressures, and they favor relationship
stability by seeing the end of their marriage
as more economically, socially, personally or
psychologically costly. If dedication is low,
constraint can keep people in relationships they
might otherwise want to leave. (Stanley 2005, pp.
23, 24).

Because we are human, we make mistakes,
even in our marriage, and unless we have
commitment love in our relationships—the
ababah factor—it would be impossible to sustain
a marriage and build lasting memories for the
future. For marriage to thrive, we need to have
dedication and constraint.

The third Hebrew word for love found in the
Song of Songs is the word dod, which is translated
in English as to carouse, to rock or to fondle. Dod
is the physical, sexual ingredient of a relationship,
as exemplified in Song of Solomon 1:2, which
states: “Let him kiss me with the kisses of his
mouth—For your love is better than wine”.

THE SONG BEGINS WITH A SOLILOQUY BY THE
BELOVED IN WHICH SHE FIRST EXPRESSED HER
STRONG DESIRE FOR HER LOVERS. . . PHYSICAL
AFFECTION. .. THE RAPID INTERCHANGE
BETWEEN THE THIRD PERSON (HIM, V. 2A, AND
HIS, VV. 24, 4B) AND THE SECOND PERSON
(YOUR AND YOU, VV. 2B—4A) IS CONFUSING

TO MODERN READERS, BUT IT WAS A REGULAR
FEATURE OF LOVE POETRY IN THE ANCIENT
NEAR EAsT. THIS STYLISTIC DEVICE GAVE

A STRONG EMOTIONAL QUALITY TO THE
POETRY. WHEN SHE SPOKE OF HIS LOVE (V.
2B) SHE WAS REFERRING TO THE PHYSICAL
EXPRESSIONS OF HIS LOVE (THE HEB. WORD
FOR “LOVE’ IS THE PL. DODIM, ALSO USED IN
4:10). THE STATEMENT YOUR LOVE IS MORE
DELIGHTFUL THAN WINE MEANS THAT HIS
PHYSICAL AFFECTIONS WERE EXHILARATING,
REFRESHING, AND A GREAT SOURCE OF JOY
(CE. 1:4). (DEERE, 1985).

In 1 Corinthians 7:2-5 the Bible states:

NEVERTHELESS, BECAUSE OF SEXUAL
IMMORALITY, LET EACH MAN HAVE HIS
OWN WIFE, AND LET EACH WOMAN HAVE
HER OWN HUSBAND. LET THE HUSBAND
RENDER TO HIS WIFE THE AFFECTION DUE
HER, AND LIKEWISE ALSO THE WIFE TO
HER HUSBAND. THE WIFE DOES NOT HAVE
AUTHORITY OVER HER OWN BODY, BUT
THE HUSBAND DOES. AND LIKEWISE THE
HUSBAND DOES NOT HAVE AUTHORITY
OVER HIS OWN BODY, BUT THE WIFE DOES.
Do NOT DEPRIVE ONE ANOTHER EXCEPT
WITH CONSENT FOR A TIME, THAT YOU
MAY GIVE YOURSELVES TO FASTING AND
PRAYER; AND COME TOGETHER AGAIN

SO THAT SATAN DOES NOT TEMPT YOU
BECAUSE OF YOUR LACK OF SELF-CONTROL.

God wants our marriages to experience the
flames of rayah, ahabah and dod, not for our
marriages to be consumed, but for our marriages
to be able to build lasting memories for the
future, so we can impact to the third and fourth
generations of our lineage. One flame burning all
by itself, will never accomplish the connection,
commitment, and passion God wants each of
us to enjoy in marriage, so we'll experience, joy,
peace, satisfaction and security.

How many marriages in our church have
you witnessed where all the flames of love are
burning as one? When we separate the flames,
that love can never truly create a rewarding
and fulfilling marital experience. It’s like living
outside the framework God designed and wired
us to live by.

Conclusion

Why is it that life changes after the
honeymoon? What happens to our love that
was so strong and true? If we stop to think
about the matter, we realize no one can sustain
the fantasy of a honeymoon. Think about it!
We are often in a beautiful place away from
home where someone else is making the beds,
cooking the food and washing the towels. We
have enough clean clothes for the trip, so we
don’t need to do laundry. We can sleep late, get
up late, and do almost anything we wish.

11
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When real life sets in, things change. And the real
challenge of being responsible—washing clothes,
cooking meals, paying bills, working long hours,
going to sleep at a reasonable time so you can wake
up on time to get to work become a reality. Living
with reality, where from time to time you or your
spouse might be less than mature or responsible, is
the kind of situation that knocks the wind out of
your martiage, because the flames of rayah, ahabah,
and dod may no longer be burning as brightly as they
once were. We get careless and it becomes difficult to
build lasting memories for the future.

Illustration

Several years ago when we were on safari in
the Serengeti we came upon a pride of lions in the
middle of the savanna. Our driver stopped, and
our guide spoke up and said: “There are lions over
there.” We didn't see the lions and asked: “Where
are the lions?” The guide pointed and said: “The
lions are right over there.” We still couldn’t see the
lions until one of them stood on all fours. Then we
could see the lions. We quickly noted the reason
we could not see the lion. The lion’s mane and the
grass of the savanna were the same color. To be
able to see the lions we needed to look carefully to
intentionally distinguish the grass from the lions.

‘The Bible states in 1 Peter 5:8: “Be sober, be
vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks
about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may
devour.” We like the clarity that comes from The
Message paraphrase: “Keep a cool head. Stay alert.
The devil is poised to pounce, and would like
nothing better than to catch you napping.”

The reality is, every human marriage will fail
to meet the standard needed to preserve a building
lasting memories attitude in the home. It is on this
note that Ellen White declares:

THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST ALONE CAN
MAKE MEN AND WOMEN HAPPY. ALL THE

Some Bible texts are from the The Message. (MSG)

COMMON WATERS OF LIFE CHRIST CAN
TURN INTO THE WINE OF HEAVEN. THE
HOME THEN BECOMES AS AN EDEN BLISS;
THE FAMILY, A BEAUTIFUL SYMBOL OF THE
FAMILY IN HEAVEN. (WHITE 1952, P. 2.8).

To be building lasting memories for the future in
our respective marriages then, we need the presence
of Christ to make us accepting, affectionate,
appreciative, attentive, calm, caring, compassionate,
considerate, committed, dedicated, devoted, dutiful,
enthusiastic, faithful, friendly, gende, intentional,
kind, loyal, passionate, patent, perceptive,
sympathetic, self-controlled, supportive, tender,
thoughtful, and understanding. These attributes and
actions can only be accomplished as we depend on
the power of God each day.

May we daily invite God into our lives and
marriages, so we will be granted the power and
grace for building lasting memories.
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The Text

"THE MEMORY OF THE RIGHTEOUS IS BLESSED
PROVERBS 10:7

Introduction

We probably have heard those words at many
a funeral. It is at those times when we pause
to express and hear all those memories of the
person being memorialized. Children speak of
the camping trips, or the first bicycle, or maybe
the funny faces their father used to make. Or
pethaps they remember those delicious pies,
or the warm hugs, or the trips to buy clothes
with mom. Wives speak of the way they met
their husband, and of their romantic evenings
together.

At every one of those sad events the good,
happy memories bring laughter, and most
importantly, a sort of comfort to the grieving
family.

Yes, “The memory of the righteous is blessed.”

Of course, we dont have to talk about the
good memories we have only at funerals. Some of

Claudio Consuegra, DMin, is the Director of the Department
of Family Ministries for the North American Division of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church in Silver Spring, Maryland, USA.

Pamela Consuegra, PhD, is Associate Director of the Department of
Family Ministries for the North American Division of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church in Silver Spring, Maryland, USA.

The Gift

of Memories

CLAUDIO AND PAMELA CONSUEGRA

our favorite times happen when we get together
with family or friends and talk about things that
happened when we were growing up, or while
attending school, or time spent as neighbors.

We call that, “reminiscing.”

Uncle Steve recalls the good old days when
a Ford coupe was $500, gasoline cost 19 cents
a gallon, a postage stamp was three cents, and
penny candy was a treat.

Grandma June tells stories about growing up
on the farm and walking three miles to school
every day — uphill both ways.

Theresa fondly remembers the days of
anticipation before boarding the train to visit her
grandparents on the other side of the country.

Everyone frequently reminisces and reviews
events of their life. It is a natural part of our lives
and it is essential to our existence. But it is also
extremely important for our children because
those memories connect generations together
and provide the kids with roots upon which they
will be grounded for their future.

1. Just A Ceremony?

In the second book of the Bible, Exodus, there
is another story which shows how important it
is for us, as parents, to build memories for our

children.

13
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God wanted to free His children from their
slavery in Egypt, but the Pharaoh stubbornly refused.

Systematically, God’s plagues began to wear
down the Pharaol’s and the Egyptians' will
until they finally let the Israelites go; in fact,
they almost pushed them out.

The night of their exodus from Egypt, God
instituted a ceremony; what is known as the
Passover.

IT WILL COME TO PASS WHEN YOU COME
TO THE LAND WHICH THE LORD wiLL
GIVE YOU, JUST AS HE PROMISED, THAT
YOU SHALL KEEP THIS SERVICE. AND

IT SHALL BE, WHEN YOUR CHILDREN
SAY TO YOU, ‘WHAT DO YOU MEAN BY
THIS SERVICE?’ THAT YOU SHALL SAY,

‘It 18 THE PASSOVER SACRIFICE OF THE
LORD, WHO PASSED OVER THE HOUSES
OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL IN EGypT
wHEN HE sTRUCK THE EGYPTIANS

AND DELIVERED OUR HOUSEHOLDS.” SO
THE PEOPLE BOWED THEIR HEADS AND
WORSHIPED.

Exopus 12:25-27

The Passover commemorated that last night
in captivity and how the blood painted over the
doorposts of every home served as the sign of
protection from the death of every first-born
in the land.

The Passover was not simply a national
holiday, or a celebration. In reality, the annual
celebration of the Passover is a reminder, a vivid
lesson, directed to the children in every home
where it is celebrated. It is a service not to be
held at a synagogue, but a special family time
at home.

The order of service for the Passover, called
the Passover Seder, includes several features;
songs and readings of some specific psalms. The
children are involved several times when they
ask questions about the meaning of each of the
symbols on the table.

One of the favorite parts of the service for
children is the hiding of the “afikoman”, which

is a piece of the unleavened bread, a reminder
of that unleavened bread the Israelites were
supposed to eat, standing up, waiting for the
order to leave. In some families, the head of the
household hides the afikoman for the children
to find, and rewards them with money or
candy. In other families, the children “steal” the
afikoman and ask for a reward for its return.
Either way, the afikoman has become a device
for keeping children awake and alert during the
Seder proceedings, until the time it is needed
for dessert.

For some four thousand years, children in
observant Jewish homes have been reminded
that their ancestors were slaves, but God
miraculously delivered them. And it should
have also served as a reminder of the coming
of the Messiah, the Lamb of God who takes
away the sins of the world.

When Jesus, the Messiah, came and died,
the Passover service was no longer needed
to remind the Jewish people of the future
coming of the Messiah. In its place, Jesus
instituted another ceremony, what we have
come to call “The Lord’s Supper,” or the
communion service.

This is how Paul relates the events of that
evening:

For I RECEIVED FROM THE LORD
THAT WHICH | ALSO DELIVERED

TO YOU: THAT THE LORD JESUS ON
THE SAME NIGHT IN WHICH HE waAs
BETRAYED TOOK BREAD; AND WHEN
HE HAD GIVEN THANKS, HE BROKE
IT AND SAID, “TAKE, EAT; THIS IS
My BODY WHICH IS BROKEN FOR
YOU; DO THIS IN REMEMBRANCE

OoF ME.” IN THE SAME MANNER HE
ALSO TOOK THE CUP AFTER SUPPER,
SAYING, “THIS CUP IS THE NEW
COVENANT IN My BLoOD. THIS

DO, AS OFTEN AS YOU DRINK IT,

IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME.” FOR as
OFTEN AS YOU EAT THIS BREAD AND
DRINK THIS CUP, YOU PROCLAIM THE
Lorp’s DEATH TILL HE COMES.

1 CORINTHIANS 11:23-26



It is interesting to note that Jesus didn'
simply say, “Remember my death,” or “gather
every so often to think about the meaning of my
sacrifice.” Instead, He provided some powerful
visual reminders — the foot-washing, the bread,
and the wine. Much like the Passover, Seder
has many elements to serve as a reminder of
the events of that night when the Egyptians
were delivered from slavery. The communion
service has a number of elements to remind
us of that Friday afternoon when the Lamb of
God died to deliver us from our sins.

But we would like you to consider
something. If the Passover service was designed
by God as a teaching tool, especially for the
children, is it possible that Jesus also had in
mind that the communion service would
serve as a teaching tool for our children? And
if that is the case, shouldnt we then ensure
that children get to participate as much as
possible so that each of the elements of this
special service will teach them about Jesus
sacrifice?

Maybe that’s what Jesus had in mind
when He said, “Let the little children come
to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such
is the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 19:14).
You see, the communion service is not just a
ceremony. It is God’s visual aid to draw His
younger children closer to Him.

2. Just A Pile Of Stones?

There is another story that illustrates how
important it is for children when their parents
make memories, especially good memories,
for and with them.

The Israelites who had been rescued
from the Egyptian slavery had wondered
in the desert for forty long years. The entire
generation of those who left Egypt, except
for a few, had died in the desert with only a
distant glimpse of the Promised Land.

With Moses now dead, Joshua, the new
leader, prepares the people to cross the Jordan
River and to begin the conquest of that land
God had promised to give to them.

Among the instructions Joshua gave the
large multitude we read:

"TAKE FOR YOURSELVES TWELVE MEN FROM
THE PEOPLE, ONE MAN FROM EVERY TRIBE,
AND COMMAND THEM, SAYING, “TAKE FOR
YOURSELVES TWELVE STONES FROM HERE,
OUT OF THE MIDST OF THE JORDAN, FROM
THE PLACE WHERE THE PRIESTS FEET STOOD
FIRM. YOU SHALL CARRY THEM OVER WITH
YOU AND LEAVE THEM IN THE LODGING
PLACE WHERE YOU LODGE TONIGHT. THEN
JOSHUA CALLED THE TWELVE MEN WHOM
HE HAD APPOINTED FROM THE CHILDREN
OF ISRAEL, ONE MAN FROM EVERY TRIBE;
AND JOSHUA SAID TO THEM: (CROSS OVER
BEFORE THE ARK OF THE LORD yoUr
(GOD INTO THE MIDST OF THE JORDAN,
AND EACH ONE OF YOU TAKE UP A STONE
ON HIS SHOULDER, ACCORDING TO THE
NUMBER OF THE TRIBES OF THE CHILDREN
OF [SRAEL, THAT THIS MAY BE A SIGN
AMONG YOU WHEN YOUR CHILDREN ASK IN
TIME TO COME, SAYING, ‘WHAT DO THESE
STONES MEAN TO YOU? 'THEN YOU SHALL
ANSWER THEM THAT THE WATERS OF THE
JORDAN WERE CUT OFF BEFORE THE ARK OF
THE COVENANT OF THE LORD; WHEN 1T
CROSSED OVER THE JORDAN, THE WATERS
OF THE JORDAN WERE CUT OFF. AND THESE
STONES SHALL BE FOR A MEMORIAL TO THE
CHILDREN OF ISRAEL FOREVER.

JosHUA 4:2-7

What an interesting command!

Take twelve stones from the middle of the
river! Why not from either side of the Jordan? The
answer is revealed in verses 6 and 7:

WHEN YOUR CHILDREN ASK, “WHAT DO
THESE STONES MEAN?” YOU WILL TELL THEM
ABOUT THE MIRACULOUS CROSSING OF

THE JORDAN. THE STONES WILL SERVE AS A
REMINDER, THE GIFT OF GOOD MEMORIES,
NOT JUST FOR YOU BUT FOR YOUR CHILDREN
AND FOR GENERATIONS YET TO COME.

John Kunz said, “Each time an individual tells
part of his/her life story, those who listen are like a
mirror, reflecting and affirming their lives.”
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Reminiscing is a gift we give others.
Reminiscing is a free-flowing process of thinking
or talking about our own experiences in order
to reflect on and to recapture significant events
in our lifecime. Obviously, we all live in the
present. At the same time, we also still carry our
“past” selves with us throughout our lives. We
are part of a rich, wonderful history that needs
to be shared and preserved.

But the stories we tell about our lives are
also important sources of our self-identity.
They enable us to explore and relate our past
to the present.

That’s one of the tragedies of dementia,
amnesia, or Alzheimers disease as the person
loses their memories we lose our connection with
their history, with their lives, and eventually with
them.

But as long as we have the use of our minds,
we can continue to create memories for ourselves
and for those who follow us.

3. Just A Day?

Those who have experienced a partial or
total loss of memory can attest to the fact that
remembering is one of life’s greatest gifts and joys.

Kim called to place an order and Krickitt
answered. From that very first conversation their
relationship flourished and eventually they got
married in 1993.

Six months after their wedding they were
going to her parents for Thanksgiving. Kirckkitt
was driving when she swerved to avoid hitting
a slow-moving truck. A pickup following them
smashed into the Carpenters’ car. Their Ford
Escort flipped over on its roof and went into a
sickening skid.

Her husband, Kim, was in the back seat: “I
can remember every split second of that wreck. I
screamed and screamed and screamed for Krickitt
and got no answer” Kim suffered a punctured
lung, a bruise on his heart, a concussion and a
broken hand. But worst off was Krickitt, who had
suffered a terrible skull fracture when the roof of

the car caved in around her head. Unconscious and
fastened in by the seatbelt, she hung upside down
for 30 minutes before rescuers arrived, then 40
more before they could free her. Emergency medic
D.J. Combs recalls that her pupils were fixed in a
rightward gaze: “She had what we call doll’s eyes.”

‘Three weeks after the accident, when a nurse
asked her what year it was, Krickite responded:
“1969.” She was able to name her parents. But
when the nurse asked, “Who's your husband?”
she answered, “I'm not married.” Tests showed
that she had maintained most of her long-term
memory. As for her husband, he was a complete
stranger; she felt nothing for him. “I don’t have
a visual memory in my head, and I have no
memory in my heart,” she said.

When she was released from the hospital she
went to live with her mother, but five months
later she moved back in with her husband. But
the pressures of trying to figure out how to be his
wife and to share their lives were actually putting
a strain on their relationship. So their therapist
suggested they needed to start building new
memories, which is what they did. They started
dating again, chatting over pizza, shopping,
Jet Skiing at a nearby lake. “I got to know my
husband again,” says Krickitt. “There was a point
when [ really started to enjoy this companion. I
would miss him if he wasn’t around.”

And she fell in love with Kim again. But one
thing was missing. While she had pictures of their
wedding, it made her sad that she did not have
memories of it. So Kim proposed again, and on
May of 1996 they exchanged vows at their second
wedding. Now she has pictures and her own
memories of that special day.

Yes, the gift of memories! It is truly a gift to be
able to remember! That is one of the reason God
gave us a special weekly gift, the Sabbath, to help
us remember what took place when the world
was created, to remind us that He created us.
Among other things, the theory of evolution has
stolen from those God created the opportunity to
remember Him.

After the Israelites were made free after more
than 400 years of captivity, one of the first things



God wanted the emerging nation to do, before
they even entered the Promised Land, was the
gift of remembrance. God said, “Remember the
Sabbath day, to keep it holy”. (Exodus 20:8)

Like any other memories, the Sabbath
grounds us and connects us with our past, and
with our Maker. But the Sabbath is not just
about the past. The Sabbath is about building
today’s memories for the future. The Sabbath is a
weekly opportunity for us to gather here in God’s
sanctuary where we meet and worship as God’s
family to build more memories. Think about
those who have been here with us but are now
gone. Maybe they have moved to other cities,
or sadly maybe they have died. Just as we think
about them and miss them our hearts are also
warmed with our memories of them.

The Sabbath is also a wonderful weekly
opportunity to build memories with your
immediate family. Think of the things you have
done through the years with your family.

NOTE:

At this point you can mention some

of those little Sabbath traditions and

memories with your family — playing

Bible games, special food, singing for

sundown worship, Sabbath afternoon

hikes, etc.

Let’s not make the Sabbath a day when we
create burdens and bitter memories. Lets be
intentional about using the precious hours of
Gods Holy Day to build the sweetest, most
special memories, especially for our children so
they will grow up thinking about the Sabbath as
the best, most wonderful day of the week.

Its not just a day! The Sabbath is a weekly
opportunity God gives us to build family

memories!

4. Just A Book?

Reading is truly a fascinating experience!
Nelly Ali reveals how books provide endless
opportunities to explore the world we live in, and
can also give us other skills to get ahead in life.

A. Imagination.

Reading stimulates our imagination and
creativity because we are transported in our
mind to places where we meet people and have
expetiences and live through the eyes and words

of the author.

B. Communication

As we read how an author phrases words it can
help our own communication style, and reading
will give us knowledge about many different
topics, so we can talk and interact with more
people. Reading also enhances our vocabulary,
as we understand new words in context which
we can then apply to our own conversations or
writing.

C. Understanding

Books give us a deeper understanding and
context, which is very useful when we have a
genuine interest in learning something. Reading
also allows us to develop our skills and give us
broader insights into an endless list of topics. By
discussing the finer points of something in detail
books enhance our comprehension of it.

D. Knowledge

Because of the great variety of books and the
topics they contain books broaden our minds
and help us to have a wider understanding
of the world. Different genres, cultures and
languages all combine together to give us
experiences of something entirely new. It is
possible for us to learn about a subject that
perhaps we had never heard of before; in fact,
it may even help us to gain a certain amount
of expertise on that subject.

E. Concentration and memory

Reading helps our concentration as it requires
us to focus, often for long periods of time. Reading
also requires concentration in order to gain the
fundamental meaning of the words, a skill that we
can apply widely in all areas of our life.

E. Application forms

Reading helps us if or whenever we need to fill
out job or loan application forms. People who are
not used to reading may at times not be able to
understand or even misunderstand some of the
questions being asked.
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G. Personal interests

And last, Nelly Ali says that reading varies
for each of us whether we do it for personal
pleasure, or to acquire the ability to learn more
or even just to display an array of interests,
of whether we want to be transported into
the history of the British Empire or the life
of Nelson Mandela, or perhaps to learn some
relationship or parenting principles. The great
thing about books is that there is something for
everyone’s taste, which in itself is a wonder.

Research has also shown that the ability to
read well is one of the best predictors of academic
performance among students. Reading is one
of the most valuable skills developed during
childhood. Sentence removed here about
research

There is one book that helps us to learn
about history, health, geography, psychology,
relationships, and so much more. When we
read the Bible to and with our children we are
helping both in their literacy development but
also in their spiritual growth.

Reading a children’s Bible or Bible stories
is not just a good thing for the children, but
another way to grow memories between us.
Paul wrote:

FOR WHATEVER THINGS WERE WRITTEN
BEFORE WERE WRITTEN FOR OUR
LEARNING, THAT WE THROUGH THE
PATIENCE AND COMFORT OF THE
SCRIPTURES MIGHT HAVE HOPE.
Romans 15:4

5. Just Memories?
The stories we find in the Bible were
intentionally written there for a reason.

The Passover was not just a ceremony.

The stones from the Jordan were not just a
pile of stones.

The Sabbath is not just a day.

The Bible is not just a book.

God established and designed each of these

events, cach of these things as a reminder, a

memory device. He wanted His people to
remember Him and to teach their children
about Him.

ONLY TAKE HEED TO YOURSELF, AND
DILIGENTLY KEEP YOURSELF, LEST YOU
FORGET THE THINGS YOUR EYES HAVE
SEEN, AND LEST THEY DEPART FROM
YOUR HEART ALL THE DAYS OF YOUR
LIFE. AND TEACH THEM TO YOUR
CHILDREN AND YOUR GRANDCHILDREN.
DEUTERONOMY 4:9

We can use those things God has given us
to teach our children about Him and to create
memories about our family and our faith. Creative
memory-making brings memories back to life
and can be achieved in many different ways.

Please allow me to suggest some:
1. Eat as many of the daily meals together as
possible. And do it sitting around the dining

room table.

2. Work together on photo albums/collages,
scrapbooks.

3. Use different art forms like drawing, painting or
using clay as a way to portray words and feelings.

One family did a series of hand and foot prints
from birth and through the years.

4. Become the family “archaeologist” — in other words,
collect some historical items and significant objects
like toys, antdques, or clothing that has some special
significance (baby dedicaton outfit, graduation

robes, etc.).

5. Learn music or songs together, and sing them
together often.

6. Record stories from yours and your children’s
childhood and life. In some ways they are like
your audio autobiographies.

7. Keep a “memory box” for each of your children
to present to them either when they turn
eighteen or when they get married.

All of these can become great conversation-
starters, but also valuable recollections and



outcomes for the family about their past and
for the generations that follow.

Conclusion

Connecting the generations gives our
children a history of their own. It is the gift
of memories which grounds them in their faith
and in their family.

REMEMBER NOW YOUR CREATOR IN THE
DAYS OF YOUR YOUTH,

BEFORE THE DIFFICULT DAYS COME, AND
THE YEARS DRAW NEAR WHEN YOU SAY,

“] HAVE NO PLEASURE IN THEM .
EcCLESIASTES 12:1
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Lessons From

The Family Of Abraham

Introduction

It is true that Bible stories tend to focus
on achievements by individuals rather than
of groups of people or families. Hebrews 11
reflects on a list of individuals who by faith
pleased God. Little is said of their families.
A closer look at these individuals, however,
reveals a subtext of support from their families.
The ministry of Moses was launched not so
much by the faith of Moses but the faith of his

parents who, not fearing the King’s command,

hid him.

We may extol the virtues of Abraham and
rightly so, he is known as the father of the
faithful, but this should not lead us to think of
Abraham as a Lone Ranger. What we may forget
is that Abraham was a supportive and loving
father to Isaac, a faithful and loving husband
to Sarah and a good master to his servants. It
was through this small and intimate circle that
all families of the earth were to be blessed in
Abraham.

The assignment given to Abraham was not to
bless all nations but to be a blessing in his family.
The following text gives a specific mandate to
Abraham and it is through the faithful fulfillment
of this mandate that Abraham became a blessing
to all families of the earth:

Jongimpi Papu, DMin. is Director of the Department of Family
Ministries for the Southern Africa-Indian Ocean Division of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church in Irene, Pretoria, South Africa.

JONGIMPI PAPU

The Text

For I HAVE XNOWN HIM (ABRAHAM),
IN ORDER THAT HE MAY COMMAND HIS
CHILDREN AND HIS HOUSEHOLD AFTER
HIM, THAT THEY KEEP THE WAY OF THE
LORD, TO DO RIGHTEOUSNESS AND
JUSTICE. ..

GENESIS 18:19

Why Abraham was Chosen

The text is very clear on the purpose for the
choosing of Abraham. The phrase “for I have
known him...” is translated “for I have chosen
him’ in other Bible versions. In fact Amos 3:2
uses the same phrase where God refers to Israel
as the only nation that He has known. It would
be incorrect to suggest that God had only
known Israel in a cognitive sense, but as far as
purpose is concerned, the text makes sense. In
other words, Israel is the only nation that God
chose. The same applies to Abraham, he was
chosen by God for a specific purpose.

The specific purpose was for Abraham to
“command his children and houschold after
him, that they keep the way of the Lord,
to do righteousness and justice”. Abraham’s
assignment was to his family and houschold
and it was God’s assignment to ensure that
all nations were blessed in him. His faithful
discharge of his responsibility within his family
would ensure that God’s plans, which included

all nations, would be fulfilled.



Did Abraham fulfill the assignment?

This question is relevant, for we can learn
lessons from Abraham not in just knowing that
he had an assignment but in how he fared in
the assignment. The lessons would be learned
whether Abraham failed or succeeded for it is
often from the results that we can draw lessons.

The area of Abraham’s assignment or
responsibility was confined rather to his
children and houschold. So the question is,
did Abraham command his children and his
household after him? Looking at the life of
Isaac, the answer is affirmative. Abraham was
able to put Isaac on the altar of sacrifice with
no remonstrations from his son. Ellen White
offers the following on Isaac’s response:

IT WAS WITH TERROR AND AMAZEMENT
THAT ISAAC LEARNED HIS FATE, BUT HE
OFFERED NO RESISTANCE. HE couLD
HAVE ESCAPED HIS DOOM, HAD HE
CHOSEN TO DO SO; THE GRIEF-STRICKEN
OLD MAN, EXHAUSTED WITH THE
STRUGGLE OF THOSE THREE TERRIBLE
DAYS, COULD NOT HAVE OPPOSED

THE WILL OF THE VIGOROUS YOUTH.
BuT ISAAC HAD BEEN TRAINED FROM
CHILDHOOD TO READY, TRUSTING
OBEDIENCE. ..

(WHITE 1892, P. 152)

The question may be asked, how did
Abraham manage to get a teenager to be willing
to go on the altar of sacrifice? Some of us
struggle to get our children to attend church let
alone die on an altar. How did Abraham do it?

The assignment given to Abraham included
his household as well and not only his children.
Was he able to command his household after
him to keep the ways of the Lord? Admittedly,
instructing servants to keep the ways of the Lord
could be more challenging than instructing
your own children. It would be interesting to
find out how many servants Abraham had in

his household?

In Genesis 14:14 we are told that Abraham
armed about 318 servants who were born in his
own house. It is clear that not all the servants

were armed but only those born in his house. It
could also be argued that the 318 were not the
total number of servants born in his house but
those he armed from those born in his house.
We are not told anything about the children
and wives of the servants. One may guess that
Abraham could easily have had more than a
thousand servants. It was to these servants that
Abraham had to show the way of the Lord.
What were the results? Did he succeed or did
he fail?

When the time came for Isaac to have a wife,
Abraham confided in one of his servants—the
oldest—to do that very important task. It is
interesting to note how the servant viewed the
religion of his master, Abraham. In Genesis
24:35, the servant, out of his own personal
testimony declared that the Lord had blessed
Abraham immensely. His focus was not so
much on how rich Abraham had become but
who was behind the riches and this is not just
what he was told to say but what he knew
personally. Secondly, in verse 52 of the same
chapter, we see the servant “bowing himself
to the earth” and worshipping the Lord. This
too was not part of the instruction. The servant
worshipped the Lord out of his own heart and
for the goodness of God he had experienced
and witnessed himself.

So we can convincingly say that Abraham
indeed succeeded in commanding his children
and his household to keep the ways of the
Lord. The question, we need to ask is how
did he do it? This is where we learn the lesson
that we can apply in our own lives. We ask this
question because we realize the difficulty and
the challenge inherent in the assignment given
to Abraham. We also stand amazed at how well
he fulfilled it. Here are the four lessons we can
glean from the story of Abraham.

Relationship between the Parents

and God

The relationship between Abraham and God
and between Sarah and God is the first lesson we
might learn from this family. Abraham obeyed
God explicitly and without any hesitation.

When he was asked to leave his homeland, he
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did not delay or even raised excuses. When the
Lord instructed him to sacrifice his son, even
though that might not have made sense to him,
he obeyed. He knew the voice that had spoken
to Him even though he may not have clearly
understood why he had to sacrifice his son
instead of a lamb. This became a living template
for Isaac and the servants. They learned to take
God’s voice seriously.

The assignment may have been given to
Abraham but without Sarah’s collaboration, it
would have been very difficult for Abraham to
carry it through. Sarahs life did not contradict
the life and commitment of Abraham. We
are told in Hebrews 11:17, that “by faith
Abraham...offered up Isaac,” but in the same
vein we learn that “by faith Sarah herself also
received strength to conceive seed, and she
bore a child when she was past the age...” In
the book of I Peter 3:6, Sarah is given as an
example of the holy women who trusted God.
Holiness is derived from a personal relationship
with a holy God and not a relationship with a

holy spouse. Sarah had a personal relationship
with God.

Isaac did not observe a discord between
the life lived by Abraham and the one lived by
Sarah. They were in unison and it was this that
gave credibility to their lives. Abraham could
only command their children and servants
after themselves. It was not just the logic of
the instruction but the commitment of the
instructors that had an influence in the lives of
Abraham’s household.

I guess it was not difficult for Isaac to trust
the choice his father made for him when
it came to a life partner. Isaac’s wife was not
just Abraham’s choice; that was God’s choice.
A child who is willing to die at the voice of a
parent cannot find it difficult to trust the choice
of the same. The seriousness in which parents
take God’s voice will determine how serious
their children will take their parents’ voice.

If we want to succeed in the assignment
God has given to us in our families, we need
as co-parents or as single parents to have an
observable, consistent and growing relationship

with Christ. It is easy to preach in church but
preaching at home is a challenge for that is
where the rubber meets the road. It is in the
home where our preaching can actually be
challenged to a point of contradiction by our
own actions. A consistent life does not need a
long sermon or instruction; it fills the gap in
the instruction and makes sense of it.

Relationship between the Father

and the Mother

How the parents relate to each other
can either be a blessing or a curse to the
other members of the family. Sarah, we are
told, adorned herself in being submissive to
Abraham. This does not mean that Sarah was
only a shadow of Abraham with no say or
input in how things were done in the family.
We know that in more than one occasion Sarah
suggested to Abraham a solution to a crisis they
faced as a family. She is the one who came up
with the idea of Hagar as the solution to their
childlessness. Sarah related to Abraham as her
equal even though she is said to have submitted
to him. Abraham respected and valued Sarah’s
opinion. She was not only seen but she was
heard as well.

Abraham loved Sarah very much. We see
this in Genesis 12:11 — where he alludes to the
fact that Sarah was a beautiful woman. This was
after they had been married for almost 35 years.
It was not so much what people were saying
about Sarah’s beauty. Rather, it was Abraham’s
appreciation of the beauty of his wife: “Indeed
I know that you are a woman of beautiful
countenance.” It is clear that even after being
married to Sarah for several decades, Abraham
would still have chosen her again and again.
Sarah was still the most beautiful woman in
Abraham’s eyes. Abraham loved Sarah and
that principle alone purifies the meaning of
submission and elevates it from a cultural
expectation to a Christian virtue.

How we relate to each other as husband
and wife has a telling effect on how our
children and those close to us will relate to
God. Ellen White puts this more succinctly
when she says:



THE BEST WAY TO EDUCATE CHILDREN
TO RESPECT THEIR FATHER AND MOTHER
IS TO GIVE THEM THE OPPORTUNITY OF
SEEING THE FATHER OFFERING KINDLY
ATTENTIONS TO THE MOTHER, AND
THE MOTHER RENDERING RESPECT AND
REVERENCE TO THE FATHER. IT IS BY
BEHOLDING LOVE IN THEIR PARENTS
THAT CHILDREN ARE LED TO OBEY THE
FIFTH COMMANDMENT...

(WHITE 19528, P. 278).

The seeds of disobedience and rebellion are
sown in the hearts of children when their parents
treat each other disrespectfully and unkindly.
Parents who are always at each other’s throats do
not only destroy each other but their own children
as well. It would have been very difficult for Isaac
to listen to a man (father) who had abused his own
mother. Isaac could obey Abraham’s voice for he
(Abraham) demonstrated he had learned to obey
God’s voice by the way in which he related to his
wife.

Relationship between Parents

and their Children

The relationship between parents and their
children must be intentional and deliberate.
Developing a good character in our children cannot
be a haphazard work. We learned that Isaac was
trained from childhood; the character he developed
was not just a coincidence or luck. The best way to
train anyone is to show him or her how it is done
and share why it is done that way. Both aspects of
teaching are important. It is not enough for our
children to imbibe the culture of their home but they

must have reasons why such a culture is acceptable.

Isaac was not only an imitator of Abraham’s
faith; we are told that he was a sharer in his faith
(White 1890, p. 152). The concept of sharer
carries the idea of investment, of ownership of
having shares in a company. One who has shares
is more than just an employee following the rules
and regulations of the company. He or she has the
best interest of the company at heart and might
even be willing to sacrifice time and resources
when called upon to do so. Isaac was not dying for
Abraham’s faith but his own faith in God. It was
also his personal faith in God that was tested.

Isaac was not just taught to know the tenets
of his parents faith; he was led to experience
their faith. It was by experiencing this faith that
it became his testimony. The same applied to
the servants. Not only did they have a cognitive
knowledge of God they had started their own
walk with Him. Training cannot be judged to be
effective until it has transformed the learner to a
disciple, a follower and not just a ‘knower’.

We need to give our children an opportunity
to see us as parents trusting in God. Times of
difficulty can provide a child with a learning
environment; when they see first hand how their
parents manifest trust in God. When children
witness a miracle unfolding before their eyes and
in their own families; their knowledge of God
becomes experiential and not just theoretical. Our
children can only stand up for a faith that is theirs.
No one can die for a borrowed faith. Martyrdom
is a choice not a requirement. The question is
whether our children own their faith or are they
just culeural Adventists.

Relationship with the Servants

How do we relate to those who depend on
us for sustenance? In addition to seeing how
Abraham related to his God, how he and Sarah
related to each other, and how he treated his own
child and also the servants had stories of how he
related to them. They had witnessed Abraham’s
kindness and unselfishness when he allowed Lot
to choose the best portion of the land. They had
seen how God blessed Abraham, and I am sure
they had stories that bordered on miracles on how

God took care of Abraham and all that he had.

It is interesting to note that in the book of
Ephesians, Paul touches on all the areas of our
relationship, and challenges us in each area. In our
walk with God, in how we relate to each other as
husband and wife, in how we relate to our children
and how we treat our servants. This is Christianity
in ‘overalls.’

Conclusion

The lessons are there to be appropriated but
where do we begin, you may ask. My response is
in understanding the fundamental assignment
God has give to us as parents, guardians, and
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caregivers. Our assignment is not to be a blessing
in the world but to command our children and
household after us to keep the ways of the Lord.
This assignment is confined, measureable and
intimate. It is when this is done that the world
can be blessed by our presence. Remember:
“All His biddings are enablings”(White 1900,
p- 333). God can never assign that which His
power is unable to accomplish through us. We
can do all things through Christ. Listen to the
beat of this statement:

ONE WELL-ORDERED, WELL-DISCIPLINED
FAMILY TELLS MORE ON BEHALF OF
CHRISTIANITY THAN ALL THE SERMONS
THAT CAN BE PREACHED... SUCH A FAMILY
GIVES EVIDENCE THAT THE PARENTS HAVE
BEEN SUCCESSFUL IN FOLLOWING GOD’S
DIRECTIONS, AND THAT THEIR CHILDREN
WILL SERVE HIM IN THE CHURCH.
(WHITE 1952, P. 32)

Indeed the families of the earth will be
blessed in such a family. May this be our prayer
today.
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How to Enjoy

Your Imperfect Family

(GOD LOVES YOUR IMPERFECT FAMILY AND
EVERY IMPERFECT FAMILY. HE LONGS THAT
FACH FAMILY MIGHT ACKNOWLEDGE Him
AS THE FATHER OF ALL AND LAY HOLD OF
THE RESOURCES THAT HE HAS TO HELP
THEM LIVE LIFE AS A FAMILY OF FAITH.

Introduction

In planning for your wedding, you decide youre
going to follow all 107 wedding tips that you find
in Modern Bride. Actually, you discover that these
tips provide an invaluable time-line—107 tasks to
accomplish before that blissful, petfect, joyous, choice
day. Under the heading “12 to 24 Months before
the Wedding” you find tip # 1: “Together visit your
dlergy and set the date for the ceremony.” Ah, thats
good advice, as far as it goes. You move on down the
list. You especially attend to wedding tip # 34. Now
please remember, this is in a journal called Modern
Bride. These words are addressed to brides-to-be.
“Decide on your honeymoon destination. Consult a
travel agent.” “Traditionally,” the journal goes on, “the
groom makes these arrangements, but if you are better
at that, don’ hesitate to offer.” Gentlemen, the world is
changing. Under the heading “Wedding Day” come
the last three tips. Number 105: “Rest and thoroughly
relax in a nice warm bath.” Oh sure! Number 106:
“Allow at least 2 hours before the wedding to dress.”
And # 107: “Have a wonderful day and enjoy every
moment.” And you do.

John McVay, PhD. is the President of Walla Walla University in
College Place, Washington, USA.

JOHN MCVAY

Of the 500 gowns in Modern Bride you choose
the one on p. 328, the onelabeled “Pure Perfection,”
the one with the elaborate hand-beading, the one
your father has to drive to a small boutique in New
York to purchase. But it is worth it. Thats what
you want your wedding day to be; that’s what you
want your marriage to be; thats what you want
your family to be—Pure Perfection”. And as you
take flight for a honeymoon in the Greek isles, you
and your brand new husband imagine that your
marriage, your family, will be pure perfection, one
joyous port-of-call after another in an unending
blissful cruise through life.

Incidentally men, Modern Bride doesnt fail
you. They give grooms some help also. A section
entitled “Planning Your Life Together,” has two
short articles. It is interesting that they amount to
less than 4 of the journal’s 518 pages!

Looking for Pure Perfection, But. . .

Despite the notion of “/ife together” in Modern
Bride, married couples today cruise straight
into a statistical storm. You know the marriage/
divorce statistics. Annually, in the U. S. A. there
are some 2.11 million marriages and 1.2 million
divorces. So, about 4 million Americans will make
commitments for /fé this year. Most of those
who mumble the words “I do” expect to keep the
commitment. Almost every bride and every groom
look forward to pure perfection. However, about
half of the marriages will break apart before 15

years have passed. The percentage of first marriages
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that end in divorce stands at about 40-50 percent,
while the percentage of second marriages—or third
or fourth marriages—that end in divorce is about
67 percent.

If your idea of a perfect home includes a mom,
dad and 2.1 kids, your chances of perfection are
diminishing quickly. In 1970, 40 percent of
households had a mom, dad and at least one
child living together. In 1990, only 26 percent of
households in the United States fit that model. By
the year 2012, the figure had slipped further to
19.6 percent.

In 2 Timothy 3:1-5 God’s word predicted some
rough waters in our time: “You must understand
this” the apostle writes. “This has got to be part of
your curriculum.”

THAT IN THE LAST DAYS DISTRESSING
TIMES WILL COME. FOR PEOPLE WILL

BE LOVERS OF THEMSELVES, LOVERS OF
MONEY, BOASTERS, ARROGANT, ABUSIVE,
DISOBEDIENT TO THEIR PARENTS,
UNGRATEFUL, UNHOLY, INHUMAN,
IMPLACABLE, SLANDERERS, PROFLIGATES,
BRUTES, HATERS OF GOOD, TREACHEROUS,
RECKLESS, SWOLLEN WITH CONCEIT,
LOVERS OF PLEASURE RATHER THAN LOVERS
of Gop, HOLDING TO THE OUTWARD
FORM OF GODLINESS, BUT DENYING ITS
POWER. AVOID THEM!

2 TiMOTHY 3:1-§

What a setting in which to try to maintain a
commitment! What a setting in which to raise
children who love God and find joy in serving
others! What a mess! And, by the way, what a
challenge for all who seck to minister to families. If
you want a real challenge in life, become a Family
Ministry professional.

Every family is imperfect. Sooner or later in
the midst of the statistical and moral storm of these
last days, you and I will discover this simple truth:
Every family is imperfect. The family to which you
belong, the family to which I belong, is imperfect.
Worse yet, you are likely to discover that at least
part of the problem with your family is with you.
Once you have discovered those sad facts, what is
to be done? Can nothing be done? Is it all over? If

your family is not going to be the pure perfection
you had imagined it would be, is there any point
to it all?

Bearers of the Divine Name

Ephesians 3 is one of the most important
passages in scripture for family ministry. Beginning
with vs. 14 the apostle writes, “For this reason I
bow my knees before the Father, from whom every
family in heaven and on earth takes its name.” Do
you like that? There is a litde word play going on
in the original Greek language that isnt obvious
in translaton. The word for “father” in Greek is
‘pater.” You hear it in words like “patriarch,” don't
you? Pater. The term for “family” is patria.”So Paul
is saying, “For this reason I bow my knees before
the Pater from whom every patria in heaven and on
carth takes its name.” He employs the phonetics of
the language. Every family (patria) in heaven and
on earth takes its name from the Father (Pater).

Your family belongs to God. Your family with
all of its imperfections belongs to God. Thats what
the apostle is telling us. By the way, he is also telling
us, I think, that all human beings are children of
the Father. Our winsome task as Christians is not so
much to twist arms to pressure people to come into
the Father’s family, but to announce to them the
winsome message that #hey are alveady members now.
Your family with all of its imperfections belongs to
God; your family with all of its imperfections is not
in the cruel grip of fate, but in the caring hands
of God. That is the apostle’s message: God loves
imperfect families. They bear the divine name; they
carry the mark of God’s ownership.

God loves your imperfect family and every
imperfect family. He longs that every family might
acknowledge Him as the Father of all and become
a family of faith. When the dishes are stacked high
in the kitchen sink, when the kids are screaming at
each other and there is no one to help pull them
apart, when the mail box is full of bills, when the
relationship is devoid of thrills, when the behavior
of the teenagers causes you chills—when all of this
is happening—it’s easy to see the problems and the
impossibilities. But your family, your imperfect
family and every family to which you minister
is God’s family. And God doesnt just hear the
screams; God hears the laughter. God doesn't just



listen in on the arguments; He hears the words of
affirmation. God doesn't just watch the tears that
fall; He sees the ones that are wiped away.

Accessing Divine Resources

Amid the problems and the impossibilities God
invites you to consider all the possibilities and the
opportunities. God longs to provide an inner strength
that will give you resources to match the outward
turmoil. God longs to provide you with a divine love
that will help you grow. Listen as we continue to trace
the thought begun in Ephesians 3:14:

FoR THIS REASON | BOW MY KNEES BEFORE
THE FATHER, FROM WHOM EVERY FAMILY IN
HEAVEN AND ON FARTH TAKES ITS NAME. |
PRAY THAT, ACCORDING TO THE RICHES OF
His GLORY, HE MAY GRANT THAT YOU MAY
BE STRENGTHENED IN YOUR INNER BEING
WITH POWER THROUGH HIS SPIR.IT, AND
THAT CHRIST MAY DWELL IN YOUR HEARTS
THROUGH FAITH, AS YOU ARE BEING
ROOTED AND GROUNDED IN LOVE.

Understanding growth and commitment. In
his book Caring and Commitment (1988), Lewis
Smedes tells the story of his friend Ralph. Two
months after Ralph’s divorce, he was overwhelmed
with remorse for having failed to keep his
commitment. He sought relief in counseling,

“YOu SHOULD BE GRATEFUL,” THIS
PARTICULAR THERAPIST TOLD HIM, YOUVE
CONCLUDED AN IMPORTANT STAGE IN THE
JOURNEY OF SELF DISCOVERY. YOUR EX-
WIFE HAS TRAVELED WITH YOU UP TO THIS
POINT. SHE'S HELPED YOU ALONG AS FAR AS
SHE COULD. TRUE, SHE DIDNT BRING THE
PERFECTION YOU SEEK, SO YOU MUST MOVE
ON. BUT BE THANKFUL FOR HER GIFT AND
TAKE IT WITH YOU AS YOU LEAVE.” (P. 73).

You see, for the therapist Ralph chose, a person’s
commitment to martiage is an investment in his
or her own growth. According to this view, when
a person’s investment has not yielded any growth
for a while, it’s time to get out of that relationship
and to seck another with greater potential for
personal profit. Smedes comments about this kind
of “personal-investment” commitment and then

offers insight into a kind of commitment that truly
leads to growth:

REAL GROWTH 1S HEALTHIEST WHEN WE
PUT COMMITMENT TO ANOTHER PERSON
AHEAD OF GROWTH FOR

OURSELF...

WE DONT GROW INTO MATURE PERSONS

BY CHASING FANTASIES. AND ONE FACT
ABOUT MARRIAGE IN GENERAL IS THAT EVERY
MARRIAGE IN PARTICULAR IS IMPERFECT. NO
ONE MARRIES EXACTLY THE RIGHT PERSON;
WE ALL MARRY SOMEONE WHO IS ONLY
MORE OR LESS RIGHT FOR US. WE ARE ALL
FLAWED PARTNERS. AND IF WE ACCEPT THIS
REGRETTABLE BUT INVIGORATING FACT OF
LIFE, WE MAY BE READY FOR REAL GROWTH.

WE DO NOT GIVE OURSELF A GOOD CHANCE
FOR GROWING PERSONALLY IF WE KEEP
HANKERING AFTER OUR FANTASY OF THE
IDEAL WOMAN. OR MAN. WE GROW WHEN
WE KEEP RENEWING OUR COMMITMENT TO
THE ONLY SPOUSE WEVE GOT. WE GROW
WHEN WE STOP DREAMING OF A PERFECT
MARRIAGE AND A